
WELCOME TO SUMMER READING 2019-2020 FOR RISING 8TH GRADERS! 
 

    Dear LMS Families, 

  

The 8th grade Language Arts teachers are looking forward to enriching the lives of students through reading 

and writing. We will begin this journey by having all rising 8th grade students read one novel over the summer 

vacation. The chosen novel and the accompanying assignments are below. You can obtain the novel through 

your public library, local bookstore, online stores such as Amazon.com or Half.com, or even on your electronic 

reader i.e. Kindle, Nook, or smartphone. Please secure the book early so that students have plenty of time to 

read and complete the assignments. Students will turn in their work during the first month of the new school 

year and the assignment will be graded. Let’s begin the 2019 school year as readers and writers!! 

 

Choose 1 option for each of the categories: reading listening, speaking, and writing and complete the task 

based on your novel. The due date for Summer Reading for 2019 is Friday August 9th, 2019.  

 Option A (Non-technology options) Option B (Technology Options) 

Reading Create a graphic novel of your book. You will 

pick a pivotal moment within your novel and 

create a 1-2 page graphic novel of that pivotal 

moment. Your pages need to include the 

setting, characters, dialogue, and a clear 

representation of the plot within that pivotal 

moment.   

Create an Adobe Spark page that would 

interest future audiences in reading your 

novel. The page should include the title, 

author, a short summary (leaving off the 

ending), and eye catching details to interest 

new readers. You should also include a review 

of the novel with a rating out of 5 stars.  

Listening First, create a Spotify Playlist of 7-5 songs that a 

character from your novel would listen to if they 

lived during this time period. Second, compose 

a “disc track” that shows one character against 

another, and conveys their ideas about the 

characters ideas or actions within the novel.  

Create a move pitch for the novel that you 

would use to persuade a potential movie 

producer using Google Slides or Screencast. 

Explain why this novel deserves to become a 

major motion picture including a cast of 

actors with explanations why.  

Writing First, create an alternate ending for your novel. 

How could the ending be changed to make the 

story more interesting or set up the story for a 

sequel? 

Second, create a new character that fits into 

the plot line of the story that would either help to 

create or resolve some sort of conflict that arises 

within the story.  

Create a Fakebook for a character within 

your novel explaining their background and 

how they are connected to other characters 

within the novel.  

Speaking Create a skit or read aloud of your book. If 

creating a skit, record it or present it to the class. 

OR 

Write a spoken word poem from the perspective 

of a character within the novel. The poem 

should represent something that the character 

struggles with as the plot moves forward.  

Create a series (2 to 3 podcasts) of podcasts 

using “Anchor” app. The character you 

choose can either speak alone or interview 

other characters on a major theme or topic 

from the novel. For example, Jonas from The 

Giver could host a series of podcasts on 

censorship and interview other characters on 

their feelings about censorship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Choose a book from your favorite genre! 
 

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon: (Young Adult Fiction) Natasha and her family have less than 24 hours 

before they are scheduled to be deported from New York to Jamaica. Further complications soon arise when 

Natasha meets and falls in love with Daniel, the son of Korean immigrants. 

 

Projekt 1061 by Alan Gratz: (Historical Fiction) Infiltrate. Befriend. Sabotage.World War II is raging. Michael 

O'Shaunessey, originally from Ireland, now lives in Nazi Germany with his parents. Like the other boys in his 

school, Michael is a member of the Hitler Youth. But Michael has a secret. He and his parents are spies. Michael 

despises everything the Nazis stand for. But he joins in the Hitler Youth's horrific games and book burnings, 

playing the part so he can gain insider knowledge. When Michael learns about Projekt 1065, a secret Nazi war 

mission, things get even more complicated. He must prove his loyalty to the Hitler Youth at all costs -- even if it 

means risking everything he cares about. Including... his own life. 

 

The Color of Bones by Tracy Edward Wymer: (Dystopian) Twelve year-old Derby Shrewd lives in a divided town. 

Lights live on the Northside of the Line, Darks live on the Southside. Hillside has been that way ever since the Line 

appeared naturally from the ground, much like a spring welling up from deep inside the earth. Now the Line 

controls the town, keeping Hillside separated, zapping those who come near it and killing those who dare cross 

it. But when Derby, a Northsider, finds a pile of bones stacked on the Line, he sets out to uncover the person's 

identity. While doing so, he befriends a Southside girl and soon begins to challenge the Line and the town's 

rules. And then, before he can turn back, Derby goes too far. 

 

The Leaving by Tara Altebrando: (Mystery)Six kindergarteners were taken. Eleven years later, five come back--

with no idea of where they've been. No one remembers the sixth victim, Max. Avery, Max's sister, needs to find 

her brother--dead or alive--and isn't buying this whole memory-loss story.  

 

Saturday Boy by David Fleming: (Young Adult Fiction) Narrator Derek Lamb, a fifth-grader whose father has 

been flying an Apache helicopter in Afghanistan for half of Derek's life, is having a particularly rough year. 

Besides his usual classroom problems, which derive from his glib mouth and wandering mind, he finds himself 

suddenly tormented by Budgie, who used to be his best friend. Mom tells Derek to be the bigger man in the 

face of the bullying, but in the heat of the moment, Derek forgets that advice and plays right into the hands of 

Budgie and their drama-thirsty classmates. There's a ray of hope for social redemption when Derek is cast in the 

school play, but before he makes his stage debut, his mother lapses into a profound depression. 

 

In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Avarez: (Historical Fiction) This novel relates a fictionalized account of the 

Mirabal sisters during the time of the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic. The book is written in the first 

and third person, by and about the Mirabal sisters.  


